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Dear Friends of the Christian Meeting Days and of the German Kirchentag

We offer you a warm invitation to come to the 33rd German Protestant Kirchentag taking place in Dresden from 1 to 5 June 2011. We look forward to seeing you there. 

“....there your heart will be also“

 We are expecting 100,000 people from all over Europe, coming together to celebrate a festival of faith and of encounter. The theme is: “....there your heart will be also“ taken from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6,21). This is not a sentimental or mawkish sort of statement, but a kind motto challenging us to active engagement, to responsible action based on intelligence and understanding. It is a case of making a fundamental decision about what “treasures“ are really important: the tempting but transient ones of earth – or the treasures in the Kingdom of God, which promise justice, peace and a future life for everyone and everything on the globe. 

Dresden will do us good

Dresden embraces the Kirchentag with open arms. The churches, the city, the region and the people of Saxony bid you welcome. Behind the splendid panorama provided by the River Elbe there lies, on both sides of the river, a city full of of public spirit and culture, with many sides and many surprises waiting to be discovered. Dresden stands for reconciliation and peace, music and debate, the courage for rebellion and civic resistance. The Kreuzchor (boys‘ choir of the Church of the Holy Cross), the Frauenkirche (Church of our Lady) and the Semper Opera are based here in Dresden, but you will also find hi-tech research and a youthful alternative culture scene. 

A wide programme is awaiting you:
In Topic Area Faith

 Where do I hang my heart? On gold, good luck or God? How can Christians speak about their faith in a way that can be understood in the today’s world? How do they understand it themselves, as Protestants, as Catholics, as Orthodox or Methodists? What is the core of being a Christian? 
In Topic Area Society

Alongside other things, we are planning a large Meeting Centre for Central and Eastern Europe in the tradition of the Christian Meeting Days. 
The focus will be on encounter. But questions of faith and of society will also be central:

· Is reconciliation in Europe a possibility? What is that brings church partnerships to life? How have our countries developed after 1989? Where is the active commitment of 1989 still evident? 

· What is the relationship between Church and State in today’s world, 20 years after the end of communism? 

· What is a Central European identity? Where is the Centre of Europe?

· How do things in Central and Eastern Europe look, in terms of economic and social development, from the point of view of the losers? This includes questions about migration, itinerant workers, human trafficking and how we deal with marginalised groups. 

· Living ecumenism, focussing on the theme of our common responsibility towards creation: how do our nations and churches deal with creation? 
In Topic Area World
Here the view will be broadened out to take in international aspects. Importance will be given to economics on the global scale, as well as taking a look at Africa and the questions of world peace and world security. 
Worship and Music

Many different services of worship are awaiting you. At the Opening and the Close, but also on every day in between! 

Many different concerts are awaiting you. The city will be filled with music and there will be something for everyone: you will hear all kinds of bands, choirs, stage plays and musicals on huge open-air stages.

AND MUCH MORE 

A huge Market of Opportunities is awaiting you. Hundreds of projects, churches and organisations will offer you information about their work. Many Christians from Central and Eastern Europe will be among them.  

Special terms

We are offering special terms to you as participants from Central and Eastern Europe. You will have entry to all the events during the whole time of the Kirchentag for only EUR 24. This includes: the Kirchentag admission pass, accommodation including breakfast, one other meal per day, the programme pack and probably free travel on the Dresden transport system. 
Registration 
This is only available via the contact person for your country. The addresses can be found on our web-site, or please ask for information by sending an e-mail to international@kirchentag.de.

Your registration sent via your contact person must reach us by 13 March 2011. 

Accommodation

is provided in school buildings (bring your own sleeping bag and airbed or camping mat, as well as cutlery and bowls/plates for breakfast)
and in private homes. This offer of accommodation is reserved for older people or those with disabilities. These are not commercial boarding houses, but are private households, who are kind enough to offer to take in guests. If you wish to have this kind of accommodation then you must make sure that you make this known to your contact person when you send your registration. 
There is no extra charge made for this accommodation. 

Invoice

We will send an invoice/confirmation of registration to you or your group leader. This will include information about

· How you can pay in advance (in which case we will send you your Kirchentag materials – programme book, town-plan, songbook – from mid-April 2011)
· Or how you can pay after you arrive in Dresden, at the Reception desk for International Visitors. In this case you will receive the materials on the spot in Dresden. 
In May 2011 we will send to you (or to your group leader) further information (addresses of your accommodation, contact persons).
Travel expenses are borne by the participants.

Please refer your questions to the International Visitor Service at +49 351 79585-238 or at international@kirchentag.de   

